 6th Grade Reading &Language Arts Course Syllabus

Teacher: Bridget Leach

School Phone: 743-2567 ext.3111

e-mail: Bridget.Leach@k12.sd.us
website: 

*The following information is an overview of the content covered in 6th grade Reading and Language Arts.  This information is subject to change. 
Content Units
· Understanding the Writing Process

· 6 + 1 Writing Traits (this will be the grading rubric for all writing assignments)
· Literary elements
· Literary Devices
· Reading Strategies
●    Persuasive, Narrative and Expository writing activities 
· Research – writing and presenting

· Poetry

· Parts of Speech
· Clarity in Speaking
· [image: image1.jpg]


Vocabulary

· Novels: Watsons Go to Birmingham, Hatchet, Soul Surfer, Walk Two Moons, Out of the Dust, Choosing Up Sides
Required Text:  Students will each have a consumable student edition copy of SpringBoard: English Textual Power Level 1.  This text is the College Board’s official Pre-AP program material.  
Required Materials: The required materials for reading/language arts consist of their assignment notebook, a writing notebook, and a pencil case with pens and pencils.

On occasion I may ask students to bring additional materials to class.  Most of these supplies are included on the 6th grade supply list and should be at school already.  If a supply is needed that is not listed, I will give plenty of notice and a few days for students to purchase the supply such as poster board or other display items.

Course Grading:  Grades for the class include:

Grading Scale:
· Daily work





96 – 100 A
80 – 83 C
· Embedded Assessments



94 – 95   A-
78 – 79 C-
· Essays 





92 – 93   B+
76 – 77 D+
· Speeches





88 – 91   B
72 – 75 D
· Booktalks/Projects




86 – 87   B-     70 – 71 D-


· Reading Bookmarks 




84 – 85   C+    69 or below F
Homework:


All homework is posted on the 6th grade website on a weekly basis.  Homework, including daily studying is expected to be completed on time according to the assigned due date.  Any questions should be asked before a due date arrives.

Late work:


Students work will be marked late if it is not done to specifications at the start of the class period.  If students do not complete and/or turn in work at the start of class, their name will be added to a late-assignment list. If the work is not turned in by the following morning during advisory, students will receive a ZAP.  It is the student’s responsibility to come and see me to hand in papers or ask if they are unsure of an assignment, especially if they are absent.
Expectations:


* Students will be on time and come prepared to class.


* Students will fill in their assignment notebook in class.


* Students will follow directions and respect everyone at HMS including fellow   

   students and staff.

* Students will constantly be looking for ways to improve their writing  by      

   revising and editing their work themselves, with a peer and with an adult.
* Students will constantly be looking for ways to improve their reading skills by 

   having a free-choice book with them at all times. 
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*Students will always try their best and bring a positive attitude to class every  
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  day.


* Students will be ready to learn and have fun!


I have read the syllabus with an adult and understand my/mychild’s expectations for ELA this year: 
Parent/Guardian: _____________________ Student: __________________
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